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Complainant Files 

 

Prelim. Investigation 
(Non-adversarial but 

DG COMP can compel 
discovery from target.) 

DG COMP chooses 
whether to proceed.* 

Supplementation  
Complainant has an 

opportunity to submit 
further information; 
DG COMP chooses 
whether to proceed. 

Formal Hearing 
Hearing Officer takes 
evidence and target 
can offer a defense; 

Officer makes 
recommendation to 

DG COMP. 

DG COMP Advisory 
DG COMP considers 

recommendation of the 
Hearing Officer and 

submits its own 
recommendation to 

EC. 

EC Finding 
EC considers the 

recommendation of 
DG COMP and 

chooses whether to 
proceed or dismiss the 

complaint. 

Preliminary Draft 
DG COMP drafts a 

preliminary decision 
for consideration and 
submits to Advisory 
Committee to EC.† 

Advisory Committee 
Committee considers 

DG COMP’s draft, and 
edits and proposes its 

revised draft for a final 
decision by EC. 

  

Process 
Continues 

Choice to Proceed 
with Allegations  

Judicial Review for 
Both Parties 

Review is available in 
Court of First 
Instance, with 

possible appeal to EU 
Court of Justice. 

Judicial Review for 
Complainant 

Review is available in 
Court of First Instance, 
with possible appeal to 

EU Court of Justice. 

 

* If DG COMP proceeds, it 
issues a “Statement of 

Objections” as to claims. 

† The Advisory Committee 
consists of designees from 

the EU member states. 

Choice to Not 
Proceed Further  

Judicial Review for 
Complainant 

Review is available in 
Court of First Instance, 
with possible appeal to 

EU Court of Justice. 

Final EC Decision 
EC chooses whether 
to adopt a decision 
(with ability to edit 

the draft) as final and 
enforceable under 

EU law. 
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