
The United States has the highest incarceration rate in the world. But what 
happens to these prisoners once they return to society? The reality is that individuals 
who have a criminal record face a number of indefinite barriers after they attempt to 
rejoin their communities. As the number of Americans with felony and misdemeanor 
convictions continues to rise to staggering levels, it has become more apparent that 
there is a dire need to eliminate the collateral consequences that continue to burden 
so many people. This Article addresses why collateral consequences continue to 
negatively affect all U.S. citizens and describes the various recommendations that have 
been proposed to finally abolish these unnecessary and harmful exclusionary 
measures.  
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