
Child abuse is prevalent in our society, and unfortunately, a large number of 

abused children are infants and toddlers. This age group presents a number of 
special considerations for the providers whom are working with them, specifically 
the child welfare social workers, as a result of their developmental abilities and 

the different federal requirements that exist for younger children. It is essential for 
the social workers whom are handling these children’s cases to understand these 
special considerations and to utilize best practice methods to work with these 
families to establish permanency for these children; however, it can be difficult for 
workers that don’t handle these cases often to fully understand the best practice 
methods that have been identified for working with these families. There are a 

number of specialty courts throughout the nation, including courts that focus on 
infants and toddlers, and Polk County has been fortunate enough to have one of 
these courts for over 10 years now. We have learned a number of things from the 
Safe Babies Court Team in Polk County that we have been able to utilize to 
improve our best practice skills on cases with infants and toddlers as well as cases 
in general, and we hope to be able to share these best practice skills with providers 

and social workers. This article reviews what special considerations exist for 
infant and toddler cases and what we have learned from Safe Babies Court Teams, 
which can allow us to better work with the families on these cases. 
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https://dhs.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/11.17.11_Blueprint_Nwsltr_V1.pdf
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 .  ZERO TO THREE, Research Summary: Children Exposed to Violence, ISSUU 

1, https://issuu.com/philayres/docs/childrenexposedviolence (last visited July 31, 2016); 

see generally ZERO TO THREE STUDY GROUP ON VIOLENCE, CARING FOR INFANTS AND 

TODDLERS IN VIOLENT ENVIRONMENTS: HURT, HEALING, AND HOPE (Joy D. Osofsky & 

Emily Fenichel eds., 1994) (discussing the impacts of violent environments on infants and 

toddlers, and strategies to address children and families exposed to violence), reprinted in 

ZERO TO THREE, Dec. 1993–Jan. 1994, at 4, http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED367481.pdf. 
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56.  Herbert Hoover: Biography, INT’L MOVIE DATABASE, http://www.imdb.com/nam 

e/nm0393885/bio (last visited Sept. 7, 2016). 


